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www.LamorindaVillage.org ~ (925) 283-3500 

Be someone’s support 
Give back, locally  
Be a Volunteer! 

Seniors need your help: 
� Drivers (Ages 25-77) 
� Friendly visitors 
� Help around the home 

(handyman and light house 
work) 

� And many other opportunities! 

(925) 943-7427  |  1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com 

WALNUT CREEK’S PREMIER ACTIVE SENIOR 
LIVING COMMUNITY IN THE HEART OF THE CITY 

STEPS AWAY FROM 
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING, 

DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.

WWWWWWWWWWWAAAAAAAAALLLLLLNNNNUUT CREEK’S PR

Complimentary ticket to 

‘A Christmas Carole’ 

for Active Seniors  

Please call or email 

jshively@

theheritagedowntown.com

Pre-Race Packet Pickup
Thurs.-Sat., Oct. 18-20, 10am-6pm

 
251 Lafayette Circle, Ste 150

Register online at LafayetteChamber.org/ResRun

Sunday, October 21, 2018  Downtown Lafayette
Live Music - Healthy Lifestyles Fair 

8am 5K 8:15am 10K  8:45am 2 Mile Fun Run/Walk 
Dogs and strollers welcome for 10K and 2 mile only. 

Choose your school during registration and 10% will go to your school!

Two Lafayette men pulled into the Green 
Rings circle
By Sophie Braccini

Steven Richard and Wei-Tai 
Kwok call themselves ordi-

nary citizens, but the volunteer 
actions they took over the last six 
years have pulled them from mak-
ing a difference behind the scenes 
to the front stage with former Vice 
President Al Gore. At the recent 
Climate Reality Project training in 
Los Angeles these two Lamorinda 
citizens were honored with a Green 
Ring Award for “outstanding work 
towards solving the climate crisis.”
 “It was like stepping into the 
movie we had been watching, and 
being part of the action,” recalls 
Richard, adding that it came as a 
complete surprise to him and his 
friend Kwok when an hour before 
the award they were pulled from 
the sessions they were mentoring 
and heard they would be the honor-
ees. 
 On stage, Gore recognized the 
two men for inspiring others and 
leading to actions in support of 
fi ghting climate change and green-
house gas emissions.
 Richard and Kwok believe that 
they were acknowledged because, 
following their common inspira-
tion, they started developing local 
groups – meet-ups at fi rst, that were 
emulated by the organization and 
morphed into chapters. The two of 
them, whom Gore affectionately 
called “Batman and Robin,” are 
now managing the Bay Area chap-
ter of the Climate Reality Project, 

engaging and organizing people to 
support legislation, engage com-
panies and organizations to affect 
change, and create climate chal-
lenges all over the Bay Area. There 
are now 80 chapters in the U.S., 40 
of them in universities.
 It was Gore’s 2006 movie, “An 
Inconvenient Truth,” that started 
the adventure for the Lafayette resi-
dents. Kwok remembers how, after 
seeing the movie, he wondered if 
it was all true, and if it was, what 
should be done about it. After a few 
months of research to confi rm the 
science behind Gore’s claim that 
climate change was upon us and 
human-driven, he decided to leave 
his marketing company in San 
Francisco to work for the renew-
able energy industry. 
 In the meantime, Gore started 
the Climate Reality Project, invit-
ing any interested people to be 
trained to become an ambassa-
dor for fi ghting climate change in 
their community. The program of-
fers trainings to 800-900 people at 
a time all around the world three 
times a year. Kwok went in 2013 
and Richard was trained in 2016. 
 Richard was not new to a green 
commitment; over 10 years ago he 
and Bart Carr started the group Sus-
tainable Lafayette, which continues 
to be very active locally. This time 
in Los Angeles, Richard says that 
about 250 people came from the 
Bay Area and are now back, ener-

gized and ready to make change 
happen.
 Richard says that each time 
he goes back to a Climate Reality 
Project meeting he learns some-
thing different as new facts emerge, 
new science is analyzed, and posi-
tive changes happen that can be 
shared.
 Richard and Kwok may be 
preaching to the choir in the Bay 
Area, but they see that in everyday 
life many things are left to be done 
that could make a difference. Rich-
ard talks about MCE, for example, 
the green energy company that 
now provides electricity to most of 
Lafayette and Moraga. Residents 
can opt for a “Deep Green” level 
for their electricity supply, mean-
ing that 100 percent of their elec-
tricity is sourced from renewable 
production. Right now only a small 
fraction of the population does so, 
when it costs just a few dollars 
more a month. “Our objective is 
to have at least 1,000 household 
choosing deep green locally,” says 
Richard. 
 Richard says that he devotes 
about 80 percent of his time to the 
organization and that this group is 
working alongside other very im-
pactful organizations such as 350.
org or Citizens’ Climate Lobby. 
People interested in the project can 
join the chapter at https://www.cli-
materealityproject.org/chapters.

Former Vice President Al Gore presents Steve Richard (left) and Wei-Tai Kwok with their Green Rings from the 
Climate Reality Project.          Photo provided


